
 

 
The Licencing Sub-Committee 
Cambridge City Council  
 
 
21 October 2019  
 
Pending Application for a Premises Licence re The Seven Stars Public House 
249 Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8JE:    
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I write to make the following counter representation in response to the representation made 
by Serga Colett (Serga) dated 29 September 2019, the owner of 247 Newmarket 
Road(#247) in relation to the premises licence application for Sale of Alcohol at the Seven 
Stars, 249 Newmarket Road, CB5 8JE (7stars).  

In issuing a notice of determination of the application, kindly read my following counter 
representation in conjunction with my previously submitted application for premises licence, 
so as my oral evidence scheduled on 22 October 2019.   

 

1. I find Serga’s first raised objection incorrect and untenable that the area has been 
developed into a residential area of flats. I have based my above finding on the 
following arguments being corroborated by various documents attached:  
 

a. I wish to draw The Licencing Sub-Committee kind attention on the last planning 
application granted on 25 September 2014 The Seven Stars Public House 249 
Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8JE (14/0308/FUL) which was  granted for: 

 

          ‘Demolition of existing buildings and outbuildings and erection of a new 3      
 storey building for mixed use, including 7 flats and a restaurant and/or public    
 house, with retention of existing façade’. 

 

b. In view of the above, it is clear that The Seven Stars Public House 249 Newmarket 
Road is not a residential premises, as a planning permission was formally granted for 
a development including seven flats that equally retained a unit on the ground floor  
for the future use of public house. Hence, our application is merely aiming to utilise 
the ground floor unit in line with the permission granted. I therefore submit that the 
above raised objection is irrelevant, misconceived and redundant as it does not fall 
within the domain of permissible objections as it had already been dealt by the local 
authority in the planning permission application granted on 25 September 2019. 
Thereby, legally this objection is not tenable.    

 

c. Further, I draw The Licencing Sub-Committee attention on page 296 of Cambridge 
Local plan 2018 document (list of protected houses policy 76) which has mentioned 
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The Seven Stars Public House 249 Newmarket Road as a Protected Public House. 
With this corroboration, one could easily take a view that The Seven Stars is only 
meant to use for a public house, therefore, dismissing our application would not only 
breach Cambridge Plan 2018 but also planning permission granted on 25 September 
2019. It is reiterated that 7stars is a protected public house under the Interim 
Planning Policy Guidance (IPPG) on The Protection of Public Houses in the 
City of Cambridge. It would be unreasonable and inconsistent to prohibit the Sale of 
Alcohol at a protected public house. 

 

d. Finally, I secured a commercial lease and made the premises licence application in 
the legitimate expectation that The Seven Stars Public House 249 Newmarket Road 
had already been endorsed as public house, therefore, Serga’s objection is time 
barred.      

 

2. In response to Serga objection that this area is now a residential area, I submit that in 
the surrounding The Seven Stars Public House, there are number of units in 
particular on ground floor which are operating as business units including public 
houses. I therefore, find’s this objection unsupported and misconceive.  

 

3. Serga has raised concerned about living conditions, noise and anti-social behaviour 
resulting from the consumption of alcohol from our side. In this regard, I submit that 
our application has satisfactorily addressed all concerns raised by related authorities 
regarding the risk of disorder at Newmarket Road. The development has also 
satisfactorily addressed noise insulation aspects of the premises at 7stars as 
required within the above- mentioned planning application.  
 

4. With regard to noise, I refer to MAS Environmental Report sought on 23 July 2019, 
which safely concluded that a good level of sound reduction has been found between 
the ground floor and of Seven Star and the first- floor dwelling. One the basis of the 
said finding, one could potentially conclude that that if the first- floor dwelling would 
not be affected by noise level emanating from ground floor, it is not understandable 
how the next door would be a victim. By implementing the recommendation made by 
MAS report i.e. the use of sound isolating mounts, would result a further improve in 
noise reduction level in the surroundings.   
 

5. In order to cater with noise and anti-social behaviour problems we have detailed out 
our plan in Section 18 of the submitted application which are self-explanatory to our 
version that robust measures would in place to tackle any such issues, if arises in the 
future.    
 

6. In addition to, I have agreed two conditions imposed by Environmntal Health via an 
email of 09 September 2019 and that concerned PC Clare 446 commended I 
submitted a comprehensive application, citing relevant conditions within the operating 
rules.       
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7. Furthermore, I would also like to point out that the neighbouring community within the 
mixed -use building and the tenant at #247 have so far been positive about the 
prospect of re-opening of Seven Stars.  
 

On the basis of foregoing representation and oral and documentary evidence adduced in this 
matter, I therefore contend that the raised objections do not sufficiently engage any of the 
four licensing objectives as I have make out the case that Seven Stars are fully capable to 
ensure the following objectives:  

(i) The prevention of crime and disorder (for example drug-related problems, 
disorder, drunkenness and anti-social behaviour) 

(ii) Public safety (the physical safety of people using the venue) 
(iii) The prevention of public nuisance (for example noise from music, litter and light 

pollution) 
(iv) The protection of children from harm (including moral, psychological and physical 

harm) 

I therefore request The Licencing Sub-Committee to grant our application as our hours are 
reasonable, we have taken due care to tackle disorder concerns and will continue to work 
alongside local authorities for any such matters arising in future. We see the re-opening of 
7stars as a forward-looking rather than retrograde step for the Newmarket Road area in 
Cambridge. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Cholan Dharumalingam 
Marketcam Ltd 
 

NB: Further arguments may be adduced on 22 October 2019  
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Appendices 

• Planning Decision Notice Granted on 25 September 2014 

• Cambridge City Local Plan 2018 – pp.223-225 – 
Protection of Public Houses 

• Cambridge City Local Plan 2018 – p.296 – showing Seven 
Stars ‘protected’ status 

• MAS Environmental Report sought on 23 July 2019 
detailing the level of sound insulation 
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